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I. OVERVIEW 

To become an International Contributor, an international institution or consortia must agree to share in 
the annual operating costs of the LSST in exchange for data rights, and commit to the terms and 
conditions of the Memoranda of Agreement (MOAs); the MOA is signed by both the International 
Contributor and the LSST Corporation (LSSTC). 

II. POLICY STATEMENT 

Data Rights and Data Access 

There are several LSST community user groups, with distinct data rights and data access privileges. “Data 
rights” means the right to possess and study LSST data products with no proprietary period. “Data 
access” means that the data can be accessed through the LSST Science Platform with full use of the Help 
Desk and other LSST-provided user-services. 

U.S. and Chilean Scientists:  

This group has full data rights and data access privileges. When the project was initiated, the 
LSSTCorp made the commitment that the survey data products generated by LSST would be 
made available to researchers in the U.S. without proprietary period. Without proprietary period 
meant that the data products produced by LSST would be made available for use by U.S. 
scientists, whether or not they are part of the project team, as soon as the data products pass 
quality assessment. When the decision was made to locate the telescope in Chile, these same 
access rights were extended to scientists at Chilean institutions. 

Named International Contributors:  

This group has full data rights, with data access mechanisms and costs still under negotiation 
with the LSSTCorp. The LSST project was required to raise a portion of the operating funds from 
sources outside the National Science Foundation (NSF) and Department of Energy (DOE). 
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Accordingly, the LSSTCorp has formalized MOAs that provide data rights to a number of 
international contributors in return for contributions to the operating costs. 

Worldwide Scientific Community: 

Scientists who are not part of the communities above have neither data rights nor data access. 

III. DEFINITIONS 

Department of Energy – DOE 

LSST – Large Synoptic Survey Telescope 

LSSTC/LSSTCorp. – Large Synoptic Survey Telescope, Inc. (the Corporation) 

Memorandum(a) of Agreement – MOA(s) 

National Science Foundation – NSF 


